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TAGS: PFOR, AO, US, IV 

SUBJECT: ANGOLA: FURTHER CONVERSATION WITH FONMIN USHER 

REF: ABIDJAN 0014 

1 . AFTER LUNCH TODAY FONMIN USHER AND I HAD FURTHER CONVERSATION 
ABOUT ANGOLA. HE REITERATED POSITION THAT MILITARY BALANCE 
MUST BE MAINTAINED EVEN IF THAT MEANS THAT THE SOUTH AFRICANS 
STAY ON. 

2. USHER SAID ALGERIAN AMBASSADOR HAD VISITED HIM THIS MORNING 
AND STATED THAT SOUTH AFRICAN INTERVENTION WAS THE CORE OF 
THE ANGOLAN PROBLEM, IMPLYING THAT IVORY COAST SUPPORTS 
SOUTH AFRICAN INTERVENTION. USHER SAID HE TOLD HIM THAT 

GOIC SUPPORTS NO INTERVENTION AND CANNOT ADOPT A POSITION 
WHICH SINGLES OUT ONE INTERVENER OR ANOTHER. ALL SHOULD GET OUT. 

3. ALGERIAN THEN CLAIMED THAT MPLA LEADERS WERE NOT COMMUNIST 
AND ANGOLA WOULD NOT BECOME A COMMUNIST STATE. USHER SAID 
HE REPLIED THAT HE DID NOT EXPECT ANGOLA TO BE A COMMUNIST 
STATE EVENTUALLY BUT BY THE TIME THAT HAPPENS THE EFFECTS OF 
SOVIET INFLUENCE WILL HAVE ACCOMPLISHED A GREAT DEAL OF "BAD". 

I SAID THAT THIS ARGUMENT OF PRO-MPLA COUNTRIES CAN BE EX- 
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SHARPLY AND QUICKLY. 

4. USHER SAID HE DID NOT HAVE INSTRUCTIONS FROM PRESIDENT 
YET BUT EXPECTED THEY WOULD BE FIRM. HE ASKED ABOUT OTHER 
COUNTRIES I HAD VISITED AND I GAVE HIM A RUN-DOWN OF MY 
IMPRESSIONS AS WELL AS NAMING THE OTHER COUNTRIES WHICH I 
THOUGHT COULD BE COUNTED ON TO SUPPORT POSITION ADOPTED BY 
IVORY COAST. 

5. DRAWING ON MY PAST OBSERVATIONS OF OAU MEETINGS, I 
REPEATED AHIDJO'S INJUNCTION THAT MODERATES MUST HOLD ON UNTIL 
THE END. INSTEAD OF LETTING THE ALGERIANS AND GUINEANS PRESS 
THE ARGUMENT THAT THE MODERATE POSITION THREATENED THE UNITY 
OF THE OAU, THE MODERATES SHOULD AGGRESSIVELY POINT OUT THAT IT 
IS THE OTHER SIDE, UNWILLING TO COMPROMISE, WHICH THREATENS 
OAU UNITY. USHER AGREED. 

6. AT CONCLUSION USHER SAID AGAIN HE EXPECTE D TO GO TO ADDIS 
ARMED WITH FIRM INSTRUCTIONS. GOIC WOULD CERTAINLY PUSH HARD 
FOR NONDISCRIMINATORY RESOLUTION ON THE FOREIGN INTERVENTION 
ISSUE. ON LEAVING, I ONCE MORE ASSURED HIM OF U.S. DETERMINA- 
TION TO REMAIN INVOLVED. 

SMITH 
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